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About the Meldreth, Shepreth and Foxton Community Rail Partnership 

The aims of the Meldreth, Shepreth and Foxton Community Rail Partnership (MSFCRP) 

include: 

• To recognise the key role of rail to the local community and to promote it as a 

sustainable mode of transport. 

• To improve and enhance the station environments and promote green projects. 

• To support the initiatives developed jointly with the train operating company and 

Cambridgeshire County Council in integrated travel plans. 

In line with the core themes of the Department for Transport’s Community Rail 

Development Strategy, one of our core activities is “Providing a voice for the community”, 

and it is in this spirit that we are responding to the Greater Cambridge Partnership 

Consultation on the Foxton Travel Hub. 

About this document 

This document is a response to the consultation of September 2021 and comes after 

attendance at both zoom consultation events and a subsequent conversation with the 

Project Manager. It is based on the published plans for the Travel Hub as of September 2021 

and broadly follows the structure of the three questions posed during the consultation.  
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Consultation response 

1. Do you have any comments on the access arrangements for the Travel Hub? 

For example, are there elements of the access arrangements for people arriving at the 

Travel Hub on foot, cycling, in buses or in cars that you would like to comment on. 

An important opportunity exists to create a true Travel Hub at Foxton Station – but this will 

depend on the variety of travel modes genuinely interacting with train travel, and a safe 

environment for all of these to mix.  

We welcome the addition of bus laybys/turning circle inside the Travel Hub itself and 

applaud the efforts to negotiate with bus companies to co-ordinate the arrival and 

departure times of buses with the train timetable. 

Attractive bus links and safe walking and cycling links from all directions are a must, not just 

along the A10 corridor but from surrounding villages such as Barrington and Fowlmere.   

We still have concerns that the proposed car park would attract an unmanageable level of 

traffic on what is already a very congested segment of the A10. We bring to your attention 

the GTR timetable consultation1 which proposes semi-fast trains from the village stations to 

London in the weekday morning peak and returning in the evening peak and half-hour 

services on Saturdays replacing the current hourly service.  A sub-one-hour journey to 

London will make Foxton Station an attractive alternative to Royston and will increase the 

number of London bound commuters using the Travel Hub. We urge that some traffic 

modelling be carried out to assess the potential usage from London commuters when the 

timetable is implemented. 

We still have concerns, notwithstanding the proposed traffic islands and reduced speed 

limit, about the safety of volumes of passengers attempting to cross the A10 and the top of 

Station Road. Provision of an accessible footbridge or underpass across the A10 appears an 

obvious solution to the road safety problem of passengers concerned about missing trains 

crossing at unsafe moments.   

2. Do you have any comments on the proposed site design or landscaping of the Travel 

Hub? 

For example, are there any elements of the planting or proposed layout of the Travel Hub 

site that you would like to comment on. 

We would like to see a more detailed plan of the proposed layout of the triangle of land to 

the north of the station.  It was suggested during online meetings that this parcel of land 

could be used for disabled parking in addition to cycle parking, but this is not currently 

shown.  We would consider this site to be a better location for parking and drop off for 

 
1 https://www.thameslinkrailway.com/help-and-support/listening-to-you/timetable-consultation 

https://www.thameslinkrailway.com/help-and-support/listening-to-you/timetable-consultation
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those with mobility issues than the car park on the opposite side of the road. Would the 

GCP consider the purchase of the land currently occupied by the car wash for disabled 

parking and the re-siting of the car wash within the Travel Hub? 

We strongly advocate the provision of Changing Places Toilet Facilities2 (CPT) as part of the 

proposed toilet block, a standard of provision which goes beyond traditional accessible 

facilities.  New regulations from 1st January 2021 require that CPTs are provided in certain 

new public buildings.  Even if the regulations do not apply to the Travel Hub, research shows 

that transport networks are included in the list of venues where users would most like to 

see new CPTs. 

3. Do you have any other comments or suggestions on the proposed Travel Hub design? 

We have comments and suggestions on the following aspects: 

• Facilities at the station 

• The barn building 

• Additional local rail improvements 

These are outlined in this section. 

Facilities at the station 

The MSFCRP are pleased that the proposed scheme addresses several of the improvements 

suggested in our Local Rail Improvement Plan: 

• Car parking and cycle parking/storage. 

• An accessible footbridge over the tracks to allow passengers to travel between 

platforms when the level crossing barriers are down. 

• Improved access to the platforms with handrails and improved ramp gradients. 

• Customer information screens inside the Travel Hub site to show train arrivals and 

departures and warn of late running. 

We would suggest the following additional improvements to facilities at the station: 

• Extend the London platform to accommodate 8 car trains – passengers alighting at 

Foxton from Cambridge currently need to travel in the front four carriages of the 

train.  This is usually announced after the train has left Cambridge station resulting in 

passengers making their way to the front inside a moving train and causes crowding 

together to disembark.  The platforms at Cambridge South station are planned to 

accommodate 8 carriages so the same problem will occur for these passengers once 

 
2 https://www.gov.uk/government/news/share-of-30m-changing-places-toilets-fund-now-open-for-
applications 

https://www.gov.uk/government/news/share-of-30m-changing-places-toilets-fund-now-open-for-applications
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that station is opened.  We are concerned that the Network Rail report on platform 

safety considered the scheme only “borderline” safe at 500 car capacity, and unsafe 

at a capacity of 750 or 900 cars. The assessment of platform safety also needs to 

consider increased footfall from buses and cyclists using the Travel Hub. 

• Widen the platforms to allow additional waiting space for extra safety and the 

installation of additional waiting shelters or covered seating or extend the shelters 

behind the existing platforms.  These items were high on the list of wishes when we 

surveyed rail users on how the Passenger Benefit Fund should be allocated.  All 

requests for additional shelters were refused by Network Rail due to narrow 

platforms.  

• Provide a ticket machine on the Cambridge side of the station – this was the number 

one ask from the Passenger Benefit Fund survey and was again refused due to 

narrow platforms.  A ticket machine could be provided on the approach to the 

Cambridge platform close to where the new bike stands are to be situated to the 

north of the railway line or near the base of the footbridge. 

• After its use as construction access, improve the footpath from Foxton village to the 

station with lighting and paving, and remove the kissing gate to allow its use by 

pushchairs and wheelchairs. This will allow safe access from Foxton village to the 

station and will avoid some of the congestion of passengers and cars at the top of 

station road.  

Barn building 

We suggest that the barn building could be brought back into use for the community. One 

suggested use is as a centre for cycle repair which could include cycle hire and café. The site 

is ideally situated on the A10 cycle path and on the National Byway, which runs through 

Foxton and extends to Wimpole to the west and Duxford to the east. Providing bike hire 

services would extend active travel to these popular tourist destinations. The nearest 

alternative cycle repair is in Trumpington and the nearest alternative cycle hire is in central 

Cambridge.  There is demonstrated success of local cafés in attracting walkers and cyclists, 

including Hot Numbers in Shepreth and the Mohak in Haslingfield. These ventures could be 

run commercially or as social enterprises. 
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National Byway, which runs directly past Foxton Station 

We understand that the GCP is also considering Foxton as the site for a pilot scheme for 

community e-bikes3 in partnership with Cambridge Electric Transport, and the barn building 

within the Travel Hub would be an ideal location from which to run a scheme, and display 

information about active travel and zero emission travel alternatives. 

Ideally, we would also like to see part of the building given over to meeting space, which 

could be used by the community, and for hosting educational events (including rail safety by 

the Community Rail Partnership).  The addition of garden landscaping around the barn 

building into the scheme would allow for additional meeting space, café seating or outdoor 

classroom space.  

We support the use of the building as an exhibition space to explain the Roman heritage of 

the site, and would like to see this extended to also include the history of the railway in this 

area, explaining the connection between the barn and the railway. 

Additional local rail improvements 

The Meldreth, Shepreth and Foxton Community Rail Partnership would have liked to see the 

GCP’s considerable resources put into improving sustainable travel access for all three of 

our stations rather than focussing on just one and providing an oversized car park.  Our 

Local Rail Improvement Plan4 published last year contains a comprehensive set of proposals.   

 
3 https://www.camcycle.org.uk/magazine/magazine151/article27/ 
4 https://meldrethsheprethfoxtonrail.org.uk/local-rail-improvement-plan-may-2020/ 

https://www.camcycle.org.uk/magazine/magazine151/article27/
https://www.camcycle.org.uk/magazine/magazine151/article27/
https://meldrethsheprethfoxtonrail.org.uk/local-rail-improvement-plan-may-2020/
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Conclusion 

The Department for Transport’s (DfT) Great British Railways – The Williams-Shapps Plan for 

Rail signals the beginning of significant reforms for the rail industry, with our railways 

required to become more inclusive, accessible, sustainable, and responsive to local needs 

and opportunities.  The key principles of sustainable development are central to the plan, 

with examples including: 

 

Source: Community rail and sustainable development5, published by the Community Rail Network 

If the Foxton Travel Hub can address the issues above, including the reuse of the barn 

building to provide both commercial and meeting space, improving accessibility and 

facilities at the station, and improving connectivity for active transport, whilst not sacrificing 

the safety of passengers, it could be said to have fulfilled its potential. 

 

 

Susan van de Ven, Chair, Meldreth, Shepreth and Foxton Community Rail Partnership 

Sarah Grove, Project Officer, Meldreth, Shepreth and Foxton Community Rail Partnership 

meldrethsheprethfoxtonrail.org.uk 

 
5 https://communityrail.org.uk/wp-content/uploads/2021/09/Sustainable-development-report-FINAL.pdf 

https://communityrail.org.uk/wp-content/uploads/2021/09/Sustainable-development-report-FINAL.pdf

