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3 Meldreth, Shepreth and Foxton Community Rail Partnership  

 Introduction by the chair 

In spite of the Covid-19 pandemic 

and a dramatic drop in ridership on 

all train services including our own, 

it has been an active and 

productive year for MSFCRP, both 

in supporting our train operating 

company in its continual 

adaptations of services for essential 

travel, and in taking the opportunity to plan for the future.  

In the fast-growing area that is South Cambridgeshire, participating in 

conversations that shape the expansion of rail services all around us is a 

must.  At the same time, a strong focus on improvements for Meldreth, 

Shepreth and Foxton Station infrastructure underpins our Local Rail 

Improvement Plan and offers a clear assessment of station accessibility 

requirements.  Without true access for all at home stations, the 

potential value of an expanded network cannot be fully achieved. 

A new appreciation for the health benefits of active travel is already 

contributing to new travel behaviours, and we’re delighted to be 

sharing local walks information on our website.  This complements the 

Greater Cambridge Partnership’s Melbourn Greenway scheme that 

looks set to take shape in the coming year, with direct benefits for our 

stations and active communities. 

We’d like to thank all at Govia Thameslink Railway for the safe running 

of daily services in difficult circumstances this year. 

Susan van de Ven 

Chair, Meldreth, Shepreth and Foxton Community Rail Partnership  
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  Providing a voice for the community 

This last year has given us the opportunity to respond to several 

consultations affecting the area around our stations. 

Foxton Travel Hub 

The CRP have been working 

closely through the year with 

the Greater Cambridge 

Partnership on designs and 

planning for the Foxton Travel 

Hub. We have been 

representing local concerns 

about accessibility, safety, the 

environment, traffic congestion and station facilities. We are expecting 

a new public consultation to be launched in June. 

Meldreth Road Level Crossing, Shepreth 

In February, Network Rail held a 

consultation on the upgrade of 

the level crossing at Meldreth 

Road, Shepreth from automatic 

half barriers to full barriers.  The 

CRP opposed the upgrade due to 

the lack of evidence to justify 

the proposal, and the introduction of new risk and problems to the 

surrounding environment that the proposal would trigger such as 

increased barrier downtimes, trespass and pollution from stationary 

cars.   
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  Providing a Voice for the Community 

Cambridge South Station 

In November, we responded to the second round of consultation on 

Cambridge South Station. Our response strongly encouraged the station 

designers to think about the needs of different groups of users: people 

commuting to the biomedical campus for work, local residents using the 

station for their commute to other destinations, patients, carers and 

visitors to the hospitals and students travelling to nearby schools and 

colleges. 

East West Rail  

In January, the East West Rail Company published a more detailed route 

alignment. Their proposal is to join our London-Cambridge line near 

Harston. The CRP have concerns about how this engineering work will 

affect our railway line and train services and timetable, and our homes 

and will make a full response to the consultation. 
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 Promoting sustainable, healthy and 
accessible travel 

Whilst normal travel has been severely curtailed this year, we have 

continued to promote rail as a sustainable and healthy method of travel 

and continued to strive to improve accessibility at our stations. 

Local Rail Improvement Plan 

In 2016 an audit of Meldreth, Shepreth and Foxton stations was carried 

out by Railfuture East Anglia and many improvements were suggested. 

We repeated the audit in April 2020, and combined it with a survey of 

the local rail context and village connectivity. The result was the Local 

Rail Improvement Plan, which aims to assist relevant rail, transport and 

highways decision-makers in viewing the overall picture of access to 

local rail travel in this corridor, in order identify areas for achievable 

improvement. For more information, see:  

http://meldrethsheprethfoxtonrail.org.uk/local-rail-improvement-plan-

may-2020/ 

Meldreth Cycle Rack 

As reported in last year’s Annual Report, we 

were are delighted to been awarded a grant 

from South Cambridgeshire District Council’s 

Zero Carbon Communities grant scheme to 

augment funding from the Department for 

Transport Cycle Rail Fund, to install new cycle 

parking with CCTV Meldreth Station. Our new 

cycle racks are now installed ready for the return of our commuters.   
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 Promoting sustainable, healthy and 
accessible travel 

Meldreth Path and Ramp 

We were very pleased to be able to direct some of the GTR Passenger 

Benefit Fund monies towards a 

Feasibility Study for a ramp from 

the London platform at Meldreth 

Station down to the path towards 

Melbourn. The study includes 

costings (in the region of £140k), 

drawings, and recommendations for 

next steps.  It is hoped the ramp 

and improvements to the path to Melbourn will be funded by s106 

monies, secured by Melbourn Parish Council and the Melbourn 

Greenways Scheme. 

Safety messages 

We have made sure to keep all our advice in line with Government 

Guidelines and have promoted the safe travel message through our 

website, Facebook, Twitter and an article in South Cambs Magazine.  
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 Bringing communities together,  
supporting diversity and inclusion 

We have carried out much of our community engagement online this 

year, however some station gardening has still taken place observing 

social distancing. 

Increased use of Facebook 

Our Facebook Group has been much more active this year, and we have 

used it, and local village Facebook Groups to disseminate information 

about changes to train timetables, closures associated with the East 

Coast Mainline upgrade at Kings Cross, consultation websites and 

deadlines, and travel information and advice issued by GTR during the 

pandemic. 

Online CRP and RUG meetings 

We have all had to get used to the new 

technologies of Zoom and Microsoft Teams, 

but have still been able to hold successful, 

interactive and well attended online 

meetings for both the CRP and RUG. 

Station Gardening 

Our station gardeners have done us proud 

this year by keeping our tubs filled and 

watered whilst observing lockdown 

regulations.  
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  Supporting social and economic 
development 

This year we have concentrated on supporting development by 

encouraging more people to visit our stations. 

Amazon Locker at Shepreth Station 

When Govia Thameslink announced a 

partnership with Amazon to place lockers 

at stations, originally a locker was planned 

for Meldreth station only. After a request 

to the CRP from Shepreth Parish Council, 

we were able to make the case that 

Shepreth, lacking a village shop or post 

office, would also benefit from a locker, 

which was eventually installed next to the 

ticket machine. 

Updated walks on our website 

Using a new tool – Visorando – we have updated 

the walks section of our website with new 

instructions and maps.  These maps can also be 

downloaded as PDF files.  We have included in each 

of our walks the local cafes, pubs and restaurants to 

encourage walkers from the stations to support the 

economies of our local villages. 

For more information, see: 

http://meldrethsheprethfoxtonrail.org.uk/local-walks/  
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  Strengthening the partnership 

The CRP was delighted to be awarded accredited status by the DfT in 

May 2020.   

“Accreditation is formal recognition by the DfT that a Community Rail 

Partnership (CRP) operates to a high standard and that its objectives 

and activities are supported by Government.” DfT.  

Susan van de Ven said “This is a wonderful achievement and a tribute to 

the vision and passion of everyone who supports the partnership – from 

the very young to the elderly, and from village residents to business 

owners, who span the community that is built around the railway.  

Coming at a critical time for public 

transport, this is also an encouragement 

to build for the future.  A special thank 

you is due to Govia Thameslink Railway 

and South Cambs District Council for 

helping so fundamentally to support our 

community development work, and to 

our Project Officer Sarah Grove for her particular push on making rail 

travel accessible to young people and disability groups.” 

The CRP were also very honoured to appear on the cover of the 

Community Rail Network Report: Community Rail in the Midlands and 

East. 
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  Financial Report and Funding 

MSFCRP is extremely grateful for the continued funding support from 

Govia Thameslink Railway and South Cambs District Council. It is also 

thankful for Parish Council funding. We have received donations in 

2020/21 from Melbourn, Meldreth, Shepreth and Foxton Parish 

Councils. 

 

Accounts for 2020/21 

Income for 2020/21 

Core funding: £16,214 

Grants: £6,500 

Carried over from 2019/20: £12,402 

Total Income: £35,116 

Expenditure for 2020/21 

Partnership Officer: £14,011 

Delivered Projects: £6,692 

Other Expenses: £625 

Total Expenditure: £21,328 

Balance: £13,788 

 



 

 

 

 

 

Who we are 

Our Community Rail Partnership aims to develop links with schools and 

local businesses associated with our local rail services, and to enhance 

sustainable transport links in the wider area. 

 

 

 

 


