
  
Meldreth, Shepreth and Foxton Rail User Group 

 
Minutes of meeting on 18th November 2020, 7:30pm, on Teams 

 
Attending:  
 
Susan van de Ven (chair), Peter Sutton (Treasurer) Marc Edwards, David Hughes, Shaun Smith 
(all GTR), Charles Baker (NR) Peter Wakefield (Railfuture), Sarah Grove, (CRP), , Parish 
Councillors: Roger James, Graham Clark, Richard Goddin, Nigel Strudwick, Sally Ann Hart. 
Stephen Pritchard (TTP), Hilary Marsh (secretary) and members of the public.  
 
Welcome:  
 
Susan welcomed Marc, David, Shaun and Charles to the meeting. 
 
Minutes of the previous meeting: 
 
We approved the minutes of the previous meeting.  
 
Matters arising:  
 
Due to the Covid crisis and lockdown, the following actions have not taken place:  
A meeting with AstraZeneca regarding the pick-up point for their minibus; Melbourn VC visit to 
the Foxton signal box; the visit to Three Bridges control centre, and action on verbal 
announcements on the trains when approaching short platforms. 
 
Rail Service Issues: 
 
Charles Baker of Network Rail updated us with the following information: 
Since March, the use of railway transport has reduced by over 50%, Network Rail want to 
encourage people to return to train travel by: good punctuality performance; hygienic trains, 
extra staff at stations, one-way systems to encourage social distancing, and face mask 
dispensers at stations.  
 
Post-Covid, there is likely to be less investment in the railways than expected, but the good 
news is that Cambridge South station has been given the go-ahead, and should be operational by 
2025. There is also a project to accelerate trains through Ely to get more trains through. 
 
The pedestrian level crossing on the footpath near Fieldgate nurseries will not be closed, as it is 
less dangerous than using the road bridge footpath. Many other footpath crossings will remain 
open too.  
 
Marc Edwards of GTR reported as follows: 
 
Meldreth station cycle rack has been installed. SvdV asked whether the CCTV was completed. 
Action: M.E to investigate. 
 
Amazon will install a secure parcels collection point locker where the current old cycle park 
racks are. SvdV asked that the old racks should be relocated by the new cycle rack, under the 
CCTV. Shaun agreed that they would be stored for this purpose. 
 
GTR are aware that we want our half-hourly service resumed. This will be difficult due to 
planned engineering works at Kings Cross, but they are hoping to run a 9.06 train from Meldreth 
arriving Cambridge at 9.21, after the December timetable review. We should be aware that 



train usage is 75% down from pre-Covid levels, with the busiest train of the day only running at 
14% capacity.  
 
There was a question about the 6th form students not getting value for money from the student 
rail pass as they only go to College alternate weeks at the moment. Marc suggested that 
students buy a 16 – 17 railcard which gives 50% off all rail journeys across the country.  
 
Action: ME to give SvdV a printed statement of these options. 
 
There was discussion about the use of keycard system going into Cambridge. This issue is still 
ongoing. 
 
Ramp from Melbourn footpath to platform 1 at Meldreth:  
 
TTP (Melbourn Science Park) have handed over their S106 contribution so the project is moving 
forward, but the sticking point is the need to access adjacent farmland for the ramp. We 
thanked Stephen Pritchard of TTP, and Melbourn Parish Council for their financial efforts. 
 
Passenger Benefit Fund:  
 
GTR noted that Meldreth station has now got the cycle park, the waiting shelter, and the 
refurbished ticket office waiting room [through previous funding]. Formal notification of PBF 
projects at all three stations is awaited.   
 
Shepreth would get a CIS Board displaying train service info outside by the ticket machine. 
 
Considerable detail had been provided re Shepreth Station which will get a shelter over the 
ticket machine and new public art and landscaping at the front. There was discussion about 
relocating the phone box.  But according to feedback from MSFRUG users, what Shepreth really 
wants is a ticket machine and a covered waiting shelter on the Cambridge platform.  GTR says 
this is not feasible due to lack of platform depth. SvdV pointed out that the land behind the 
platform is owned by Network Rail. SvdV said if the money has to be spent on art murals, then 
please get the local young people involved in the project.  
 
Action: a site visit would be arranged to discuss the landscaping project. HM offered to 
attend together with SG and SVDV 
 
Train sanitising:  
 
GTR are fogging the carriages regularly with a very effective disinfectant product, so they are 
cleaner than they’ve ever been.  
 
Sarah has written a piece for the South Cambs District Council Magazine about the cleaning 
regimes of our public transport to encourage people to use it.  
 
 
Other business:  
 
Susan thanked the station gardeners for their ongoing work. Susan thanked Sarah Grove for her 
work in getting our CRP accredited status, and Peter Sutton for demonstrating good financial 
management. Sarah has produced a comprehensive ‘Local Rail Improvement Plan’ to help 
support upgrades to our stations. Sarah and Susan will meet our local MP to get his support.  
 
 
Meeting closed 20.44. 



 
 
Date of next meeting: to be arranged.  


