
  
Meldreth, Shepreth and Foxton Rail User Group 

 
Minutes of meeting on 26th March 2019, 7:45pm, at Foxton Pavilion 

 
Attending 
Susan van de Ven (chair), Karen Gregson, (GTR/GN), Hilary Marsh, Peter Wakefield (Railfuture), 
Sarah Grove, (CRP), Beatrice Fisher, Sarah Westbrooke, Geoff Barnes,  etc 
 
Susan apologised that some people didn’t get a notification of the meeting; this is due to an 
email glitch.   Susan thanked Karen Gregson who had changed her schedule to be with us at 
short notice. 
 
Apologies: 
Apologies were received from Robert Stripe, Hugh Wood, Andrew Maison, Richard Goddin, & Ann 
Barnes. 
 
Minutes of the previous meeting: 
 
We approved the minutes of the previous meeting. 
There were no matters arising. 
 
Train service issues: 
 
Susan and Sarah have had a good meeting with Phil Hutchinson of GTR about restoring another 
semi-fast service to London. It won’t be possible to introduce any more services in May, but 
there is a possibility for the December timetable. It is a priority for our rail users so we will 
keep the pressure up. We discussed the compromise option of asking for a pick-up at just one of 
our three stations; Meldreth is partially staffed, has the highest footfall and the best parking 
facilities, but not best access for pedestrians.  
 
There are already preparations for the next franchise negotiations. The half-hourly off-peak 
stopping services were not a government requirement but have been provided in response to 
pressure from Rail User Groups. We must keep this pressure up, even though these trains are 
not currently being used very much. The services have only been available since December so 
people have still got to be made aware of them and to change their travelling habits. There was 
discussion about buses to complete the onward journey to Cambridge city centre; there are 
currently 22 per hour, and there is a new ‘totem pole’ information machine outside the station.  
 
Some extra weekend services will be introduced in the May timetable. You can see the new 
schedule by looking online at Real Train Times. 
 
There was a discussion about the machine at Foxton not issuing a ticket for off-peak trains at 
9.15am.  
The time restriction on use of off-peak return tickets on a return journey from London has been 
lifted. (ie you can travel on a peak-time train from London in the evening.) This perk doesn’t 
apply if you buy a single from London or have an open return ticket. 
 
Susan urged people to speak to Bern at Meldreth if they needed advice on tickets. (He’s there 
from 7.15 – 11.15am.) 
 
 
 
 
 



Station issues 
 
Meldreth 
Susan thanked TTP at Melbourn Science Park for their concerted effort to improve access to 
Meldreth station. As part of their Section 106 agreement they have offered £86,500 towards 
improvements to the footpath from Melbourn to the station, and £45,000 towards a ramp onto 
the London-bound platform. We already have £81,000 pledged from the New Road housing 
development for the path, but we need match-funding from GTR for the ramp.  It is important 
that we keep the pressure on GTR for this funding, as there are other projects also bidding for 
the same pot of money. To make the station fully accessible we also need a lift to get over the 
footbridge.  
TTP have also contributed to a collaborative package to fund a footbridge over the A505 at 
Royston. This is part of the effort to get a cycle path from Royston to Melbourn.  
We discussed the kissing gate which prevents wheelchair & buggy access from the Cambridge 
platform to Meldreth High Street. Meldreth Parish Council is part of this debate. There are 
matters regarding the historic nature of this gate, and also safety issues, but it is important that 
something is done, because the alternative is to walk through the station car park which is 
dangerous for pedestrians. We considered it crazy to spend all this S106 money on one side of 
the station, and still be restricted by an old gate on the other side. 
We finally have the new waiting shelter at Meldreth, which we shall dedicate to David Piggott at 
a picnic in May.  
The waiting room needs painting; this is on the GTR schedule along with other works.  
The card reader on the Melbourn side isn’t working again. Karen said she’d get it fixed.  
The Astra Zenica shuttle bus is parking in or beside the disabled bays so taking up space needed 
for turning cars round (which are dropping off/picking up). This is a safety issue and Karen will 
look into it. Susan referred to Pater Wakefield’s station audit which identified problems of 
parking and turning at Meldreth. Karen asked for a copy of the audit. Susan suggested that they 
have a site meeting with GTR. 
Sarah Westbrooke said she wasn’t even allowed to use a premier parking space to turn around 
in.  
Susan asked us to remember that we are benefitting from cheap parking as negotiated some 
time ago. 
 
Foxton 
The new waiting shelter leaves passengers exposed to the wind. There are loose bricks from the 
old shelter around the platform. Karen said she’d feed back the information.  
 
Shepreth 
Ruth from the parish council was at a recent meeting between the CRP and Network Rail 
regarding traffic management and parking.  NR have finally agreed to fund the full £14,000 
required to do the following: Reinstate the pavement outside number 26 so that cars can’t park 
there and pedestrians don’t have to walk in the road. Put Keep Clear signs at the entrance to 
Grant’s and Docwra’s Close. Put up signs asking drivers to turn off their engines whilst 
stationary. We also asked for a sign at the station instructing drivers to park at the Village Hall.  
Unfortunately NR have still not released the unofficial car park on the Barrington Road, and are 
denying that they ever agreed to do so.  
 
Community Rail Partnership/Community Interest group update 
There will be a re-launch celebration on 24th May, 11am, at Shepreth station and The Plough 
pub.  
 
Karen has a new station manager called Shaun Smith for stations between Meldreth and Hitchin. 
She will invite him to our next meeting. Foxton & Shepreth will be looked after by Graham 
Pratt, who is based in Kings Lynn. 
 



 
Any Other Business. 
 
There was discussion about the Melbourn Greenway cycle paths scheme. 
 
Sarah has had information about the Foxton Crossing bypass proposal:  Refer the work 
developing proposals for removing the level crossing to the Combined Authority, as the strategic 
transport authority for the area, in the context of a wider A10 review.  
 
 
Meeting closed at 9 pm.   
Next  meeting TBA. 


