
  
Meldreth, Shepreth and Foxton Rail User Group 

 
Minutes of meeting on 5th February 2018, 7:30PM, at the Melbourn Hub 

 
Attending 
Susan van de Ven (chair), Hilary Marsh, Robert Stripe (Fenline Users Association),  Peter 
Wakefield (Railfuture), Marc Edwards (GTR/GN), Matt Brennan (Public Affairs, Network Rail), 
Julian Gardiner (British Transport Police, Cambridge), Phillippa Hart (South Cambs District 
Councillor) Matthew Crawford (Shepreth Parish Council), Geoff Barnes, Richard Goddin 
(Meldreth Parish Council), Julian Gardiner (British Transport Police), Sarah Grove, Sue Hanson,  
Malcolm Howe,  Michael Young,  David Reed, Richard Tremaine, Philip & Margaret Shaw, Liz 
Hales, Denise & Linda Pearmain. 
 
Welcome and Apologies: 
Susan welcomed the representatives from GTR, NR, BTP and the Parish Council reps. 
Apologies were received from Beatrice Fisher, Mary Afonja (NR), Peter Sutton (Foxton Parish 
Council), Jane & Jim Eggleton, Maeta McKenzie, Rosemary Childerley, Jason Clarke (SCDC). 
 
Remembrance of David Piggott:  The meeting paused to remember Meldreth’s station master 
David Piggott, who recently passed away.  Stories were immediate shared about David’s 
superlative and unique service to the local community.  We had enjoyed having David join the 
Rail User Group following his retirement.  He will be greatly missed by all.  David’s funeral will 
be held on 20 February, 1:30PM, at All Saints Melbourn. 
 
Minutes of the previous meeting: 
 
We approved the minutes of the previous meeting, and there were no matters arising. 
 
Train service issues: 
 
Sometimes scheduled trains don’t stop at our village stations. One reason is that if the on-board 
cameras fail, and there is no human despatcher at the station, it is not permitted to stop. The 
other reason is that the trains have been delayed further along the line and are making up time. 
If this happens frequently, please complain to GTR.  
Matthew (Shepreth P.C.) asked when the new timetable and longer trains would come into 
service. Marc replied that 8-carriage trains would be running from 12th Feb, there would be 15 
trains an hour running by May, but the timetable still wasn’t set in stone and local opinion 
would still be listened to, so please make your opinions known. Marc re-iterated that visual and 
audible warnings would be given in the new 8-car trains, so people in carriages without access 
onto station platforms will have ample warning. 
Julian from British Transport Police said that they were hoping to get a standard speed camera 
installed at the Foxton crossing, as the offences would be more efficiently dealt with. The 
current situation requires the need to serve a penalty notice within 14 days. 
 
Station Issues: 
 
Susan is going to meet with Marc Edwards (GTR) on 12 February to finalize detail for installing 
new water butts on all the station platforms where needed. 
New shelters will be provided on the platform extensions at Shepreth and Foxton. 
 
Shepreth 
 
The Barrington Road crossing will be closed from 4th to 14th May for the installation of new full 
level crossing barriers and associated works. A vehicle diversion will be set up, but pedestrians 



will still be able to use the level crossing. NR have pledged to allow the unofficial overflow 
carpark to remain in place for parking when level crossing barrier work has finished.  
The tub at the far end of the extended platform needs to be removed as it’s too far for the 
waterers to reach.  
Susan thanked Marc for acting quickly to get the tubs fixed to the platform when it was 
discovered that this had not been done by the NR contractor. 
The promised new cycle parking won’t happen after all as the Shepreth car park is owned by NR 
and would therefore require a planning application. 
 
Foxton 
 
Phillippa (SCDC) said that there was a possibility of building a road overpass sometime in the 
future.  
There was much discussion about the need for station car parking for residents of Barrington 
and Foxton, as well as others. Some nearby land is owned by Cambridge County Council, and 
some by NR, but they’re not offering to part with it.   
There is talk by the Greater Cambridge Partnership about making Foxton a Rural transport Hub 
(for cycles, trains and buses) so they will have to sort the parking out for that to work. The 
Community Rail Partnership will be tasked to address this issue. 
 
Meldreth 
 
The shelter for the Cambridge-bound platform should finally happen!  
It was proposed that it should be named after station master David Piggott.   
Susan thanked Michael Young for helping to move the project along. 
The building & facilities will be refurbished soon. 
The Spice Hut owners have objected to the proposed new cycle racks. Susan will find out why. 
Pedestrian level crossing closure on Fieldgate path: we are waiting to hear the outcome of the 
Public Enquiry.   
 
Other issues: 
 
Community Rail Partnership Update: The paid officer post to support the CRP had drawn a large 
number of strong applications; the post has now been offered and once accepted the new post-
holder will be announced. The CRP is comprised of the Rail User Group, the County Council, the 
District Council, Parish Councils, Network Rail, GTR, Railfuture, and local businesses which rely 
on rail transport.  
Liz Hales asked why a rep from Barrington Parish Council wasn’t in the Rail User Group. Susan 
said that the group was open to all parish councils.  Whaddon was now actively involved, along 
with Melbourn, Meldreth, Shepreth and Foxton PCs. 
 
Meeting closed at 8.30 pm. 
 
Next meeting  & AGM Date & venue TBC – aiming for April. 


