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This has been and will continue to be a very significant year for our train services 

● A new Monday-Saturday half-hourly service commences in May, with new wide-ranging 
connections across the Thameslink service area. 

● Eight-car trains replace current four-car configuration, alleviating notable, fast-growing, 
severe overcrowding at morning peak time. 

for our stations 

● A permanent member of staff is now employed at Meldreth Station booking office. 

● Cambridge-bound platform lengthening has been completed at Shepreth and Foxton. 

● A full level crossing barrier is being installed at the Shepreth Station crossing. 

● A new enclosed shelter will be installed at Meldreth, to serve the Cambridge platform. 

● A new water butt has been installed at Shepreth, to serve the Cambridge platform. 

● GTR has advanced plans for new cycle parking at Meldreth Station. 

● Network Rail’s attempt to close the Barrington Road pedestrian crossing was thwarted, 
following a strong case highlighting the compromising of pedestrian safety.  

● The Greater Cambridge Partnership has taken more active interest in Foxton Level Crossing. 

and for the Community Rail Partnership which directly supports the rail campaign 

● A new CRP Project Officer is in post for a two-year term, supported by Meldreth, Shepreth, 
Foxton and Melbourn Parish Councils, Govia Thameslink & South Cambs District Council.  

● A new ‘Meldreth, Melbourn, Shepreth and Foxton Community Interest Company’ has been 
set up to provide financial and legal accountability for the MSF CRP. 

● The Duke of Edinburgh student volunteer scheme continues to provide significant support 
for our station gardening work as well as valuable experience for students. 

Ongoing tasks and challenges 

● Will the four platforms that have not been lengthened (including both at Meldreth) be able 
to accommodate growing passenger flows? 

● Foxton continues to suffer from lack of cycle and car parking. 

● All stations exist without any commercial public transport links to nearby villages; there is no 
clear sense of direction as yet from the new Mayor and Combined Authority which is 
Cambridgeshire’s new Transport Authority. 

● A Community Transport sixth form student lift service to Meldreth Station from the feeder 
villages of Bassingbourn and Whaddon was discontinued after one term due to lack of 
take-up.  The at-cost charge was felt to be too onerous when combined with the rail fare; 
the once-a-day run was felt to be too limited.  

● The Railfuture sponsored audit of Meldreth, Shepreth and Foxton Stations identified a 
number of improvements that remain outstanding; these will be taken up by the CRP. 



● The RUG needs to significantly increase involvement of active rail users in the community 

We’d like to give special thanks to Govia Thameslink, Railfuture, ACORP, Network Rail, Meldreth, 
Melbourn, Foxton and Shepreth Parish Councils, Cambridgeshire County Council, South Cambs 
District Council for their strong support – and most of all to our committed volunteers.  


