
  
Meldreth, Shepreth and Foxton Rail User Group 

 
Minutes of meeting on 6th April 2021, 7:45pm, on Teams 

 
Attending 
Susan van de Ven (Chair), Peter Sutton (Treasurer), David Hughes (GTR), Shaun Smith (GTR),  
Patrick Ladbury (GTR), Sarah Grove (CRP), Robert Stripe, Parish Councillors: Roger James, Andy 
Brown, Richard Goddin, Nigel Strudwick, Sally Ann Hart. Philip Shaw, Hugh Wood, Ben Walsh, 
Beatrice Fisher, Hilary Marsh (Secretary) and other members of the public.  
 
Apologies 
Apologies were received from Charles Baker (NR), Martin Wooler, Tim Holmes, Cllr Peter 
McDonald. 
 
Minutes of the previous meeting: 
 
We approved the minutes of the previous meeting. There were no matters arising. 
 
Foxton Travel Hub 
 
The original plan was for 900 spaces; it’s now going to be 500 spaces, but may expand in the 
future. A Roman Road was found under the site, so that will be featured in the layout. There is 
a planned pedestrian footbridge to link the up and down platforms. 
 
There will be another public consultation in May. The final design will be approved by Greater 
Cambridge Partnership board in July. If planning permission is granted, construction will start in 
2022, to finish in 2024.  
 
Andy Brown, of Foxton Parish Council, summarised the reasons, primarily for safety issues, why 
the Parish Council was opposed to the current plans for the Travel Hub: 

• It is situated on a major A road, not a bypass, and is beside a busy level crossing. Cyclists 
and pedestrians will have to cross this road.  

• There are plans to reduce the width of the road at the level crossing to create cycle 
lanes: the road is not wide enough for this to be safe.  

• There are concerns, and no data, on the increased air and noise pollution.  

• Queues at the crossing gates are already too long. How will drivers get out of the car park 
when their exit is blocked by queues?  

• Are the platforms big enough to accommodate the planned increase in passenger 
numbers?  

• There are no connecting cycle and bus routes, so this is not a travel hub, it is a car park.  
 
Station Issues: 
 
Passenger Benefit Fund: 
 
Improvements to the waiting shelters should be done by the end of April. The customer 
information screens should be installed soon. 
Meldreth will have the toilets refurbished.  
There has been landscaping work done at Shepreth.  
GTR had earlier in the day received the feasibility study for the Meldreth station ramp that will 
connect the London platform to the Melbourn footpath. The study had also costed a platform-
platform lift option but at approximately £1.5m this had been ruled out as unaffordable.  Ramp 
would be in the region of £130k. Various issues to be dealt with including site access. The 



detailed study provides the basis for delivering this long-awaited project.  Susan thanked 
Melbourn Parish Council for helping to facilitate key developer contributions from Melbourn 
Science Park and the 199 homes development.  Funding has also been allocated from the 
Greater Cambridge Partnership Melbourn Greenways scheme. 
 
Gardening: The Shepreth memorial garden will be tidied and replanted in a Covid-safe 
environment.  
 
Meldreth Road, Shepreth Level Crossing consultation: 
 
There has been very little publicity and therefore public consultation on this issue. As part of a 
regional upgrade of signalling and level crossings, the half barriers will be replaced with full 
barriers, and we assume that they will stay closed for much longer than the current 30 – 40 
seconds. Our concerns about this are as follows: 

• There is no data to prove that this is a dangerous crossing. 

• Are the costs justifiable? 

• Vehicles from North End Meldreth heading for Cambridge will go via Meldreth instead. 
(More miles, more pollution, more congestion.) 

• Pedestrian and cyclists will take risks to cross at the last minute before the barriers come 
down, to avoid a long wait. Cars will speed up to get across before the barriers close.  

• Traffic waiting at the barriers will cause pollution for Shepreth Road residents, and for 
the L-Moor, which is a SSSI.  

• People travelling between Barrington and Meldreth will have two lots of long waits at 
crossings. 

We are encouraged to voice our concerns and ask questions.  
There is a link to the Network Rail documents on our meeting agenda. 
 
East-West Rail 
 
The preferred route has been published. (See our agenda for the link) 
The consultation will be largely done digitally, but you can ask for paper documents. 
The new line will join our London-Cambridge line north of Foxton and somewhere near Harston. 
There are concerns at how this engineering work will affect our railway line and train services 
and timetable, and of course, our homes. 
 
Other business: 
 
Sean Smith (GTR) said that Meldreth Ticket office would be refurbished, temporarily putting a 
ticket office in the car park.  
 
David Hughes (GTR) said that the water butt on Foxton station was in danger of falling onto the 
railway line, so it would be fixed to the building.  
 
Patrick Ladbury (GTR) said that the May timetable changes would result in the restoration of 
two trains per hour stopping at our stations. We should get 80% of our pre-Covid train services.  
 
The date of the next meeting was not fixed, as we don’t know if we will be meeting on-line or 
in person.  
 


