
  
Meldreth, Shepreth and Foxton Rail User Group 

 
Minutes of meeting on 9th October 2019, 7:30pm, at Shepreth Village Hall 

 
Attending 
Susan van de Ven (chair), Karen Gregson (GTR), Shaun Smith (GTR), Peter Wakefield 
(Railfuture), Robert Stripe, Sarah Grove, (CRP), Hilary Marsh, Parish Councillors and members of 
the public.  
 
Welcomes 
Susan thanked Karen and Shaun for giving up their own time to come to the meeting. 
 
Apologies 
Apologies were received from Matt Brennan (NR), Sally-Ann Hart, Hugh Wood, Andrew Grant.  
 
Minutes of the previous meeting 
 
We approved the minutes of the previous meeting.  
Matters arising: Andrew Grant noted that we haven’t picked up the issue of the barrier 
downtime at Shepreth. Susan said that the report was being done. We have asked for a visit to 
the Foxton Control box to see how the system of gate closure operates.  
 
Rail Service Issues: 
 
There was discussion about the lack of timely visual and audible warnings within the trains, 
regarding needing to be in the front four coaches for the short platforms at our 3 stations. This 
mostly happens on the old style 387 trains which rely on the driver to make announcements. 
Passengers, particularly disabled people, can find they have no time or opportunity to reach the 
front 4 coaches. Karen said that there was information on the CIS boards at stations between KX 
and Foxton, but not at Cambridge as that is managed by Greater Anglia. Action: Karen to speak 
to Greater Anglia and also look into it within GTR. 
 
New timetable and trains through to Cambridge North: Peter Wakefield explained that Greater 
Anglia wants to use Cambridge North to ‘park’ its 12 carriage trains to & from Liverpool Street 
as there are more longer platforms there than at Cambridge central. This means that GTR trains 
will have to terminate at Cambs central. As this will greatly inconvenience high numbers of 
commuters, they are negotiating allowing the 7.22 and 8.22 trains to continue to Cambs North, 
as GA doesn’t need the parking space til after 9am. 
 
There was discussion about the high numbers of people using Cambridge central during the 
morning rush hour; it is congested and dangerous, especially as many people have bicycles too. 
Peter Wakefield said that there were plans to have a new access to the station on the east side 
to relieve pressure. 
 
There are no plans for semi-fast trains to London from our villages. Action: Sarah & Tim to 
arrange a meeting with GTR at Kings Cross to keep the pressure on. 
 
A London commuter said the Meldreth to Kings Cross commuter service is disgraceful. On 
average two trains per week are cancelled from Meldreth, often because of staff shortages, and 
the fast train from Royston is always so packed that she never gets a seat. Passengers stand, sit 
on the floor, or sit on a luggage rack. A place on the track just south of Hitchin is so bad that 
standing and floor-seated passengers get thrown around the carriage.  



Action: Karen said that there is no more capacity on the railways for more trains, but that she 
will look at the issue of cancelled trains through Meldreth.  Karen would also be in contact with 
the commuter to monitor services over the coming weeks. 
 
A Shepreth commuter said that online train information is inaccurate, right up to the time the 
train is due into the station.  Many other members of the public agreed that they were 
frustrated by the inaccuracy of the information on websites and apps, and even CIS boards. 
 
Good news: Keycards will shortly be able to be used at Cambridge station. (SvdV subsequently 
asked GTR and they said they will make a specific announcement when MSF to Cambridge will 
be do-able). 
 
Station issues 
 
Meldreth: 
The Meldreth ticket office has now been repainted. 
The bridge steps have still not been repainted with high vis strips. Action: Karen said the job 
would be done soon. 
The Sodexo minibus is still parking in the disabled bay or on hatched lines, so making it 
impossible to turn cars round or drop off. It was suggested that it wait outside the carpark by 
the entrance to the newly built apartments. Action: Stephen Pritchard of Melbourn Science Park 
to speak to AstraZeneca. 
There is an ongoing plan to use the Passenger Benefit Fund to redesign the carpark to create a 
turning bay. Action: Shaun. 
 
GTR have offered us station planters which can also be used as seats. Susan said that we have 
only recently installed new planters. Bigger planters require more plants, more compost and 
more watering. This must be considered by station gardeners before we go ahead with them. 
 
Shepreth: Work will soon begin on roadworks and road markings as discussed last time. 
 
Passenger Benefit Fund: All the responses have been received and the consultation is now 
closed.  The results of the Passenger Benefit Fund have yet to be announced. 
 
Zero Carbon Communities Grant: We could make an application to the Grant to top up the 
funds already promised so we can afford to install secure cycle parking at Meldreth Station. 
 
Foxton Travel Hub (aka a car park) 
There was a long discussion about the problems with this proposal. Comments include: 

• Parish Councils have formed a committee called A10 corridor group; at a recent meeting 
they expressed strong concerns about the Foxton Travel Hub proposals. 

• Foxton crossing is already a mess and this will just increase traffic on the A10. 

• Traffic will rat-run through the villages to get to it to avoid using the A10. 

• It’s too close to Cambridge. 

• It doesn’t take into account the route of the proposed East-West Rail line. 

• Money should be spent on encouraging cycling to stations, not driving. 
 
CRP update: interested groups can apply to have a ‘try a train trip’ experience. It’s free! 
 
 
Date of next meeting: to be arranged.  


