
  
Meldreth, Shepreth and Foxton Rail User Group 

 
Minutes of meeting on 4th April 2018, 7:45PM, at Foxton Pavilion 

 
 
Attending:  
 
Susan van de Ven (chair), Hilary Marsh, Robert Stripe (Fenline Users Association),  Peter 
Wakefield (Railfuture) Julian Gardiner (British Transport  Police, Cambridge), Geoff Barnes, 
Richard Goddin (Meldreth Parish Council), Sarah Grove, (CRP), Beatrice Fisher (Treasurer),  
Malcolm Howe,  Philip & Margaret Shaw,  Denise & Linda Pearmain, Mark Howard, Peter Sutton, 
Brian Clarkstone, Don Palmer. A second British Transport Police Officer was also in attendance. 
 
Apologies: 
 
Apologies were received from Marc Edwards (GTR/GN), Matt Brennan (Public Affairs, Network 
Rail), Phillippa Hart (South Cambs District Councillor for Meldreth), Paul Hollinghurst, Rebecca 
Willers.  
 
Minutes of the previous meeting: 
 
We approved the minutes of the previous meeting held on Monday 5th February 2018, and there 
were no matters arising. 
 
Train service issues: 
 
There is severe overcrowding at peak times, Cambridge-bound. We hope that this will ease 
when the new 8-carriage trains are introduced in May.  
The new timetable from 18 May will have stopping trains running every 30 minutes, except 
between 11 & 12 noon when the freight train needs to run through. There is also a later train 
than before, leaving Cambridge at 11.35pm. This timetable is provisional to start with.  
Susan suggested that we put an article in the village magazines to publicise this new timetable. 
Sarah said that she has put a snapshot of the new timetable on our website: 
www.meldrethsheprethfoxtonrail.org.uk 
 
There was discussion about the frequency of trains not stopping at our stations when the service 
is running late or when there is engineering work. We are encouraged to complain when this 
happens. Sometimes they don’t even stop at Royston. Beatrice suggested that we liaise with the 
Royston RUG to put pressure on GTR about this matter. 
Geoff said that there is insufficient information about the departure platform number given for 
evening trains from Cambridge. 
British Transport Police said that their main concerns are anti-social behaviour on Friday and 
Saturday evenings, but not at our stations. They are also concerned about drugs being trafficked 
from London to the counties via the railways. 
 
Station Issues: 
 
Shepreth:  
New road barriers are being installed. There is no ticket machine on the Cambridge-bound 
platform; we would like one installed. There was discussion about the Keycard system which 
can’t be used at Cambridge because Cambridge station is run by Greater Anglia, not GTR. Susan 
said we should campaign to get the systems co-ordinated.  
The unofficial car park is being used by NR barrier construction contractors but we must make 
sure that the land reverts to being a car park once they’ve gone. 



There is a new water butt on the Cambridge-bound platform, hurray! 
We need a new shelter on the platform extension. 
 
Foxton:  
There was a discussion about the A10 level crossing and the future likely demands for road 
versus rail travel into Cambridge. Susan said that the RUG needs to focus on rail travel issues.   
Foxton needs a new shelter on the platform extension too. 
 
Meldreth: 
We are still waiting for the promised shelter on the Pee Patch. 
We are still waiting for the new cycle racks. Susan will try to find out more from GTR. 
There is concern about overcrowding on the platform at Meldreth at peak times, and this is 
exacerbated by the narrowed platform beside the ticket office. Richard Goddin suggested that 
the platform be hatch-painted at this point to stop people standing there when waiting for a 
train. We would like the station manager to monitor the situation.  
 
 
Other issues: 
 
Community Rail Partnership Update: Sarah Grove is our paid officer. (The CRP is comprised of 
the Rail User Group, the County Council, the District Council, Parish Councils, Network Rail, 
GTR, Railfuture, and local businesses which rely on rail transport.) 
Sarah has attended various national CRP meetings to learn best practise. She has updated the 
website www.meldrethsheprethfoxtonrail.org.uk; there is a twitter account: @meldrethRUG and 
she will create a Facebook account too. Sarah thanked the parish councils and SCDC for funding 
and hosting her job. She will attend parish council meetings at some point in the near future to 
bring councils up to date on the CRP.  
 
Finance: The annual accounts are on the website.  
 
Robert Stripe proposed and Hilary Marsh seconded the proposition that the balance at The 
Cambridge Building Society in the name of the Meldreth, Shepreth and Foxton Rail User Group 
should be transferred to the new Account opened by the Meldreth, Melbourn, Shepreth and 
Foxton Community Interest Company and that The Cambridge Building Society Account should 
then be closed. This proposition was agreed unanimously. 
 
This motion was proposed by Robert Stripe, seconded by Hilary Marsh, and was agreed 
unanimously. 
 
Meeting closed at 9 pm. 
 
Next meeting  & AGM Date & venue TBC  after checking the availability of GTR representatives.  

http://www.meldrethsheprethfoxtonrail.org.uk/

